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Serum glutamic oxaloacetic trans-
aminase (SGOT) was elevated in both 
ca~es, but greater in the second case. This 
would likely be from the adhesions of the 
uterus seen on post mortem, since skeletal 
muscle has quite a high concentration of 
SGOT compared to smooth muscle. The 
blood creatinine was also elevated in the 
second case. The normal creatinine level 
is 1.39mg% ± .18(6). 
SUMMARY 
With hydrops allantois cases one must 
consider the value of the cow and the 
probable value of the calf. If the calf has 
excellent bloodlines, and is near term, 
daily observation of the dam is required 
to save both the dam and possibly the calf. 
But the health of the dam is diminished by 
waiting too long. So, if the health of the 
dam is of utmost importance then a ce-
sarean section should be performed as 
soon as the diagnosis is made. There is a 
possibility that both the dam and foetus 
will survive, but this is quite low at the 
present. There are no simple laboratory 
tests for diagnosis, so observation and ex-
amination of the dam is important. * 
The author wishes to acknowledge the 
help of Dr. Wm. Adams, Dept. of Vet. 
Clinical Sciences, I.S.U., in clinical stud-
ies and in collecting clinical data. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
1. Alexander, D. P., Nixon, D. A., Widdas. W. F., 
and Wohlzogen, F. K., Gestational variations in 
the composition of the foetal fluids and foetal 
urine in the sheep, J. of Physiology, 140:1-13, 
1958. 
2. Arthur, G. H., Some notes on the quantities of 
foetal fluids in ruminants, with special reference 
to "Hydrops amnii", Brit. Vet. Journal, 113:17-
28,1963. 
3. Baier, W., Wiederholte hydropische gravidit1it bei 
einer ziege, Berlin Munch tierarztl. Wschr., 
76:206-208, 1963. 
4. Crew, F. A. E., Vet. Record, 4:785, 1924. 
5. Jubb, K. F., and Kennedy. P. C .• Pathology of 
Domestic Animals, New York, Academic Press, 
1963, 1, pp. 418. 
6. Knudsen, Eo, Electrolyte excretion in the cow, as 
influenced by variations in the urine flow, Acta 
vet. scanda., 1 :305-328, 1960. 
7. Neal, P. A .• Bovine hydramnios and hydrallan-
tois, Vet. Record, 68:89-97, 1956. 
8. Skydsgaard, J., The pathogenesis of hydrallan-
tois bovis. I. The concentration of sodium. po-
tassium, chloride, and creatinine in the foetal 
fluids in cases of hydrallantois and during nor· 
mal pregnancy. Acta vet. scanda., 6:193-207, 
1965. 
9. Skydsgaard, J., The pathogenesis of hydrallantois 
bovis. II. Electrical potential and chemical 
gradients between the allantoic fiuid and the 
maternal blood in hydroallantois and normal 
pregnancy, Acta vet. scand., 6:208-216, 1965. 
10. Smith, H. A., and Jones. T. C., VeteTinaTY Pa-
tholollY, Philadelphia, Lea and Febiger, 1963, 
pp. 929-930. 
11. Stanier, M. W.o The function of mammalian 
mesonephros, J. of Physiology, 151:472-478, 1960. 
Book Review 
The authors of this text have assumed 
the revision of the widely used second edi-
tion of Miller's Meat Hygiene. It is only 
natural that a hard-bound edition of this 
subject suffers from the intrinsic inability 
to stay current with all the changes in leg-
islation. Yet, the foundations of meat in-
spection and sanitation expressed within 
make this a valuable book for the student 
and valuable for the practicing veterinar-
ian who may now be facing food inspec-
tion supervision as a result of new local or 
state laws. 
This revision includes a new chapter on 
humane slaughter and expands the chap-
ters on ante-mortem and post-mortem in-
spections. There are major reVISIOns in 
the topics trichinosis and food·borne ill-
18 
ness. 
The book is well documented with ex-
amples, tables, and high quality photo-
graphs. The chapter on post mortem in-
spection is especially enriched by photo-
graphs of both gross and histopathological 
lesions. 
The appendix will serve to provide use-
ful guidelines for the meat inspector with 
respect to plant sanitation, inspection leg-
islation and food wholesomeness. 
-Robert E. Froehlich, D.V.M. 
(Meat Hygiene, 3rd. edition, April, 1966, 
by Paul Brandley, George Migaki, and 
Kenneth E. Taylor, 789 pages, illustrated, 
Lea and Febiger, 600 S. Washington 
Square, Philadelphia, Pa. Price: $15.00) 
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